MLA 7 — Understanding Citations
e

Generally, MLA citations follow the below format.

Contributor. Title. Secondary Contributors. Publication Information. Medium.

Contributor Information and Titles

The main contributors to the source, normally the author, are placed before the title. If there is
more than one author, then arrange the authors in the same order found in the source. Reverse only
the name of the first author, and follow the rest in normal form.

One author Smith, John K.

YOU CAN ALSO AUTOMATICALLY CITE YOUR FOR FREE SOURCES AT WWW.EASYB|B.COM
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e

Some sources are found within other sources, such as a chapter in a book, or an article in a
periodical. These rules apply both to the contributors of the chapter and book, or to the article.

Chapter author and Smith, John. “Chapter.” Ed. Bill McCoy. Title. = Comp. Russell Engels
editor and two book and Steve Simpson.

compilers

Author and translator of Smith, John. “Chapter.” Trans. Bill McCoy. Periodical Title

an article

Title Rules

Generally, capitalize all principal words as well as the first word and last word in the title. If citing a
title for an entire source, such as a book or periodical title, place in italics. If citing an article, essay,
poem or short story within a lager work, place in quotes. If a novel or published independently, then
place in italics.

Publication Information

After the title and contributor information comes the publication information. In MLA7, you must also
list the publication medium (Print, Web) after the publication information. MLA7 abbreviates all
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